
 
 
J. Blenkush 
 
Title of lesson: Discovering Your Voice in Writing     
      
Suggested grade/age: 10-12  
Approximate time needed to complete lesson:  3 days   
(Steps 1-3 Day 1; Steps 4 Day 2; Steps 5-7 Day 3) 
  
Learning objective(s) and significance of lesson: 
(Why is this lesson important in the development of your students’ skills or 
knowledge?  What do you want students to learn or be able to do?  What “best 
practice” does this lesson incorporate?) 

a.  Senior high students, especially those who are good students, are afraid to take risks 
and jeopardize their “A”.  Using their own voices can be risky.  Providing experience 
with this topic will relieve them of the stress. 

b.  Using one’s voice creates a sense of ownership.  Without it, papers are flat and generic 
(any student could have written it). 
c.   Understanding what voice is and how it can be used in academic writing creates 
another tool for learning more about the purpose of a given writing assignment, no 
matter what the discipline. 
d.  Voice is one of the key factors in distinguishing “good” writing from “okay” writing for 
students.  Many students believe this is an innate gift, something good writers have and 
something adequate or poor writers will never attain.  They need to understand HOW to 
recognize voice in their writing as well as learn ways to create their own style. 

Brief summary/outline of lesson: 
(What steps do you take to implement this lesson in your classroom?  Where is 
this lesson located in the school year or unit—beginning, middle, end?   Does 
this lesson scaffold or build to a culminating assessment or demonstration of 
learning?)   
I cover this information at the beginning of a semester Advanced Composition 
course right after sensory details and diction.  It is one of the foundations for 
the course; we look at voice in all writing assignments from this point on. 
1.  Show examples of writing (from newspaper and websites) and ask students to discern which 
has a more prominent voice. 
2.  Ask students to articulate where in the essays they found the voice most recognizable. 
3.  Have students identify what created this voice. 
4.  Assignment:  Using the Appropriate Voice  (printed below in Related Resources)   
5.  Brainstorm characteristics of these three letters/voices   
6.  Peer editing/evaluation of assignment 
7.  What essential questions can students now ask of their writing or the writing assignment? 
 
 
Related Resources: 
(What technology, articles, books, or supplies do you recommend?) 
1.  From Sight to Insight: The Writing Process  by Jeff Rackham and Olivia Bernolli (Seventh Edition)  
chapter 3 “The Appropriate Voice”. 
2.  “Pay attention to the man behind the curtain: The importance of identity in academic writing” by 
Bronwyn T. Williams. (Journal of Adolescent and Adult Literacy  49:8, May 2006 pages 710-715) 
http://search.ebscohost.com.floyd.lib.umn.edu/login.aspx?direct=true&db=

Minnesota Writing Project 
---   Demonstration Lesson Template   --- 



aph&AN=20913663&site=ehost-live 
3.  Inside Out:  Strategies for Teaching Writing  by Dan Kirby, Dawn Latta Kirby, and Tom Liner;  
chapter 6 “Different Voices, Different Speakers” pages 76-91.   
4.  Why We Must Run With Scissors:  Voice Lessons in Persuasive Writing 3-12) by Barry Lane and 
Gretchen Bernabei (organized by types of persuasive writing as well as Six-Traits:  Idea 
Development, Organization, Voice, Word Choice, Sentence Fluency) 
 
5.  Assignment: 

Using the Appropriate Voice 
Incident: 
 
You’ve been working on a research paper for Advanced Composition for two weeks.  The final 
draft is due tomorrow, but when you go to your student folder, you realize that it’s been emptied.  
Knowing that this was a lengthy and time-consuming project, you distinctly remember saving it 
the day before, but you don’t remember logging out of the student server.   
 
At lunch, a classmate stops you to let you know that s/she had overhead another student 
bragging how s/he had come across your open file in the computer lab and had trashed the 
contents.  You’re angry, but you need to take action because the paper is due tomorrow.   
 
Assignment: 
 
Write three letters about the incident. 
 
1) an e-mail to your best friend letting him/her know what has happened 
2) a letter (or e-mail) to your Advanced Comp teacher explaining what happened and asking for 
an extension. 
3) a letter to the School Board  explaining your suspicions and asking for appropriate punishment 
for the offender. 
 
Remember:   
 
You need to select the appropriate “voice” for each of the letters/e-mails.  Consider your audience 
and your purpose.  The format of your correspondence should be appropriate for each of your 
letters/e-mails. 
 
Possible extensions or adaptations for different purposes/student needs: 
1.  Students could practice using difference voices in problem-solving situations.  How would you 
talk to a friend about this?  Your teacher?  Your colleague?  Your boss? 
2.  Look at author’s voice or character’s voice in a piece of literature to help students see the 
difference between the two. 
3.  Have students work collaboratively to develop rubrics for all writing assignments;  include 
voice as one of the criteria and have students create different levels of recognizing voice in any 
piece of writing. 
4.  Help students develop questions to ask of their own writing in peer writing groups.  Voice 
should be included as an essential question. 
5.  Have students analyze voice in documents from other disciplines.  Use this as an opportunity 
to discuss purpose and audience in writing across the content areas. 
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